
 

11/17/20 
 
The Honorable Chris Van Hollen 
110 Hart Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC 20510 
 
Subject: Request investigation of Maryland CARE facility, and legislation to regulate chemical abortion 
 
Dear Senator Van Hollen, 
 
The Maryland chapter of Democrats for Life of America requests your help in bringing about a rigorous 
investigation of recent gruesome injuries (May 12 and 21, 2020) to women at Dr. Leroy Carhart's CARE 
facility at 10401 Old Georgetown Road in Bethesda, Maryland, both of which required treatment at Shady 
Grove Adventist Hospital.  This facility performs abortions through the 35th week of pregnancy.  The May 
2020 abortions were both performed at 25 weeks of pregnancy, with an off-label use of the drug Cytotec 
(aka Misoprostol), which is used to treat ulcers and is not FDA-approved for use during abortions.  The 
need for an independent investigation of these events was described in this June 18, 2020 letter sent to 
Secretary Alex Azar of HHS by Cheryl Sullenger of Operation Rescue: 
https://www.operationrescue.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/Letter-to-HHS-Sec-Azar-re-Carhart-6-18-
2020_Redacted2.pdf 
 
The Maryland Board of Physicians has done a poor job of handling the many previous complaints about 
this facility, and it seems that an investigation by a more independent source is needed.  The May 12 and 
May 21, 2020 gruesome injuries to women at this facility merit rigorous attention, not routine dismissals 
by a state board in a state which is highly protective of unrestricted abortion.   
 
HHS is in a good position for an investigation in that a database at its Health Resources & Services 
Administration (HRSA), the National Practitioner Data Bank (NPDB), should be of great help in doing a 
thorough check on the complaints and adverse actions regarding Dr. Leroy Carhart and his previous 
facility in Germantown, Maryland, and his present facilities in Bethesda, Maryland, and Bellevue, 
Nebraska.  See:   https://www.npdb.hrsa.gov/ 
 
One of the injured women required a hysterectomy, the other a bowel resection and colostomy.  We 
believe that an investigation of all facts concerning these injuries is in order, including details on whether 
a doctor or staff administered the drug that created such violent contractions that the women’s babies 
were pushed up into their abdominal cavities rather than down through the birth canal. 
 
As a matter related to the need for this investigation, we ask you to support the Support and Value 
Expectant (SAVE) Moms & Babies Act (S. 3072) to improve regulation of chemical abortion pills. 
 
I respectfully request a response at your convenience, so Democrats for Life will know what actions you 
will be taking to look into these injuries and the related matter of regulation of chemical abortion.  You are 
our public leaders, and you pledged to serve our community.  Protection of all life, justice for all human 
beings, especially those most vulnerable, demands reflection and action. 
 
The dignity of these women – and the children they bore – were violated.  We must be consistent if we 
are to ensure racial and economic justice and social justice for all.  The citizens of Maryland deserve a 



comprehensive inquiry so such horrific malpractice may not occur again.  Our goal is to ensure we protect 
all human life in Maryland. 
 
Democrats for Life – Maryland trusts you and our party leadership to stand up for the human rights of 
these two women.  An investigation will result in uncovering the facts that lead to corrective action. 
 
I look forward to your reply, and pledge to work with you to achieve justice and the protection of all human 
life in Maryland – now, and in the future. 
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